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Received: 20 June. 2026 | In the past decade, Iran's macro-level policies have focused on domestic
Revised: 05 Aug. 2026 | production and strengthening the economy, as reflected in annual slogans
Accepted: 20 Sep. 2026 | such as "Production Prosperity" and "Production Leap." Production plays a
JEL Classification central role in sustainable growth, employment, and the resistance economy.
However, achieving production growth requires addressing structural barriers.
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This study identified barriers to production growth through group interviews

with manufacturers and government officials and analyzed the relationships

Production Growth; among them using the Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM) method. Initially,

Production Barriers;
Industrial Policy;
Interpretive Structural
Modeling (ISM)

DETEYACE BB model of barriers to production growth. The findings indicate that the most
ata Avallabili
U influential barriers, located at the fourth level of the model, include the absence

of a unified industrial and production strategy, traditional views of production
and industry, an oil-dependent economy, the lack of export-oriented
production, competition between the public and private sectors, corruption

68 barriers were identified, which were reduced to 28 main barriers through
the Delphi method. Subsequently, pairwise comparison questionnaires were
designed, and their results were analyzed to develop an interpretive structural

The data used or generated
in this research are
presented in the text of the

article. and rent-seeking, and the complexity and instability of production regulations.
These barriers have high driving power and significantly affect other factors.
The authors of this paper Therefore, they require particular attention from the country's policymakers
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Received: 02 Sep. 2026 | The broiler poultry industry, as Iran's second-largest industry in terms of
Revised: 26 Sep. 2026 | financial turnover, plays a strategic role in food security. The numerous
Accepted: 27 Sep. 2026 | strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats facing this industry make it
JEL Classification difficult to reach a definitive conclusion regarding its competitive advantage.
110, L6, Q13, C44 Conventional competitiveness assessment frameworks, developed based

on the economies of developed countries and overlooking factors such as

government intervention, sanctions, and currency shocks, are insufficient to
Competitive Advantage, explain the situation of this industry in Iran. This study aimed to develop an
Broiler Industry, indigenous model for assessing the industry's competitive advantage. First, a

Importance-Performance

) ) systematic literature review identified 14 initial factors, which were presented
Analysis, Delphi, DEMATEL

to a panel of 10 industry experts. Through three Delphi rounds, these factors

were consolidated into nine composite factors: human resources, other
The data used or generated resources, business environment, related and supporting industries, demand,
in this research are government, the economic dimension of international relations, national
presented in the text of the culture, and unforeseen events. The DEMATEL method was then applied
article. to identify causal relationships among the factors. Government (D-R = 0.90)
and human resources (D-R = 0.81) were the most influential causal factors.

Business environment (D-R = -3.42) was the most effect-receiving factor, while
declared no conflict of related and supporting industries had the highest prominence (D+R = 12.57).
interest regarding the Subsequently, 34 experts completed a questionnaire comprising 72 indicators,
authorship or publication of and the data were analyzed using Importance-Performance Analysis (IPA). The
this article. geometric means of overall importance and performance were 3.75 and 2.61,
respectively. None of the factors achieved a good performance level. Human
resources, demand, other resources, and related and supporting industries
were positioned in the strengths quadrant, whereas government and the
economic dimension of international relations were located in the priority-for-
improvement quadrant.
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