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Received: 14 June. 2026 | The apparel industry, as a domain of the cultural economy, operates at the
Revised: 15 Aug. 2026 intersection of markets, aesthetics, lifestyles, and identity. In this context,
Accepted: 03 Sep. 2026 | brand identity is not merely a tool for differentiation but a multidimensional,
JEL Classification dynamic, and context-dependent construct shaped through social and
symbolic interactions. Accordingly, this study aimed to develop and explain a

V31, 167,210 paradigmatic model of brand identity in the apparel industry using grounded
theory. The study adopted a qualitative approach, and data were collected
Apparel Industry; Brand through semi-structured interviews with 16 senior managers and marketing
Identity; Paradigmatic and branding professionals in Iran's apparel industry, using theoretical
Model; Grounded Theory sampling. The data were analyzed based on the Strauss and Corbin grounded
theory approach. Coding was conducted in three stages: open, axial, and
The data used or generated | Selective coding. Data analysis using MAXQDA 24 led to the identification of
in this research are the main and subcategories of the proposed paradigmatic model. The findings
presented in the text of the revealed that causal conditions, including product capabilities for ensuring
article. quality and building trust, the brand's cultural and identity capital, institutional
trust and brand accountability systems, and innovation and value-creation

capacity, influence the core phenomenon of Iranian product brand identity.
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this article. comprising structural, institutional, and competitive challenges. These factors
shape strategies and actions aimed at strengthening and reconstructing
brand identity. Implementing these strategies leads to outcomes such
as strengthening the brand's identity and symbolic capital, enhancing its
competitive position in domestic and international markets, and transforming
social attitudes and trust toward Iranian products.
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